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coloured cloth, because every votary who makes a petition at
the shrine is bound to tie a piece of cloth on as the outward
symbol of his vow, . , . One distinct advantage of these
shrines is that it is a sin to cut wood from any of the trees
surrounding them, Thus it comes about that the shrines are
the only green spots among the hills which the improvident
vandalism of the tribes has denuded of all their trees and
shrubs." *
Among the Oraons of Chota Nagpur in India every village
has its sacred grove dedicated to the principal deity of the
village. In some villages the sacred grove has now shrunk
to one or two ancient trees standing on a bit of fallow land.
But ancient custom forbids any one to cut trees or branches of
trees standing in the grove. When a tree or a branch dries
up or falls down of itself, any one may take it on payment of
a price to the representatives of the village community* But
no member of the pioneer families who originally cleared the
site of the village and brought the land under cultivation is
allowed to take or use the wood of the grove.*
Again among the Mundas, another primitive tribe of
Chota Nagpur, " although the greater portion of the primeval
forest, in clearings of which the Munda villages were origin-
ally established, have since disappeared under the axe or
under the jara-fire,* many a Munda village still retains a
portion or portions of the original forest to serve as Sarnas
or sacred groves. In some Mundari villages, only a small
clump of ancient trees now represents the original forest and
serves as the village-Sarna. These Sarnas are the only
temples the Mundas know. Here the village gods reside,
and are periodically worshipped and propitiated with sacri-
fices." *
Among the primitive Mois of Indo-China every village
has at least a patch of sacred grove, in which it is forbidden,
under the severest penalties, to cut the smallest twig. Any
infraction of this rule exposes its author to severe reprisals,
often entailing the death of the delinquent. They believe
1 T. L. Pennell, Among the Wild     pared for cultivation by burning down
Tribes of the Afghan Frontier (Lon-     portions of jungles."
don, 1909), pp, 33 sff.
1 S. C. Roy, The Oraons, p. 172.            * S. C. Roy, The Mundas md their
? " By the jara system, land is pre-     Country (Ranchi, 1912), pp. 386